SAMPLE LEAFLET

A SCOUT IS FRIENDLY

I.  Introduction. One of the points of the Scout Law is, “A Scout is Friendly.” What is friendship? Here is what a number of religions have to say on the topic. Please read along either aloud or silently if you wish.

II.  Readings
Judaism and Christianity

There are friends who pretend to be friends, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. Proverbs 18.24
Christianity

Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. John 15.13
Islam

And the believers, men and women, are protecting friends one of another; they enjoin the right and forbid the wrong, and they establish worship and pay the poor-due, and they obey God and His messenger. Qur’an 9.71
Jainism

Only two virtues are enough;

Why should the good stand in need of many?

Anger lived like a lightning flash

And friendship enduring like a line inscribed on a rock. Vajjalagam 42
African Traditional Religions

Offend me and I will question you – this is the medicine for friendship. Yoruba Proverb (Nigeria)

Confucianism

Confucius said, “There are three sorts of friend that are profitable, and three sorts that are harmful. Friendship with the upright, with the true-to-death, and with those who have heard much is profitable. Friendship with the obsequious, friendship with those who are good at accommodating their principles, friendship with those who are clever at talk is harmful.” Analects 16.4
Judaism
He who entreats aid for his comrade, though he himself is in need, is answered first. Talmud. Baba Kamma 92a
Buddhism

The friend who always seeks his benefit,

The friend whose words are other than his deeds,

The friend who flatters just to make you pleased,

The friend who keeps you company in wrong,

These four the wise regard as enemies:

Shun them from afar as paths of danger.

The friend who is a helper all the time,

The friend in happiness and sorrow both,

Friend who gives advice that’s always good,

The friend who has full sympathy with you,

These four the wise see as good-hearted friends

And with devotion cherish such as these

As does a mother cherish her own child. Digha Nikaya iii.187, Sigalovada Sutta
Hinduism

Sit in the assembly of the honest; join with those that are good and virtuous; nay, seek out a noble enemy where enmity cannot be helped and have nothing to do with the wicked and the unrighteous. Even in bondage you should live with the virtuous, the erudite, and the truthful; but not for a kingdom should you stay with the wicked and the malicious. Garuda Purana 112
Christianity

When you gain a friend, gain him through testing,

and do not trust him hastily.

For there is a friend who is such at his own convenience,

but will not stand by you in your day of trouble.

And there is a friend who changes into an enemy,

and will disclose a quarrel to your disgrace.

And there is a friend ho is a table companion,

but will not stand by you in your day of trouble.

In your prosperity he will make himself your equal,

and be bold with your servants;

but if you are brought low he will turn against you,

and will hide himself from your presence.

A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter:

he that has found one has found a treasure.

There is nothing is so precious as a faithful friend,
and no scales can measure his excellence.

A faithful friend is an elixir of life;

and those who fear the Lord will find him.

Whoever fears the Lord directs his friendship aright,

for as he is, so is his neighbor also. Sirach 6.7-17
Taoism
Those that are good, seek for friends; that will help you to practice virtue with body and soul. Those who are wicked, keep at a distance; it will prevent evil from approaching you. Tract of the Quiet Way

III.  Discussion. What have we learned about friendship from these different religions? What is similar? What is different?

IV.  Responsive Reading. To put this point of the Scout Law into context, let us read the following responsively, but do not feel compelled to read any part that you may be uncomfortable with.

Leader: Be loyal and true to your every word, serious and careful in all you do and you will get on well enough even though you find yourself among barbarians. But if you are disloyal and untrustworthy in your speech, frivolous and careless in your acts, even though you are among your own neighbors, how can you hope to get on well? Confucianism – Analects 15.5
Scouts: A Scout is Trustworthy 
Leader: Lack of respect to the constituted authority is the source of most conflict in the world. Yoruba Proverb
Scouts: A Scout is Loyal 
Leader: In five ways, young householder, should a clansman minister to his friends and associates as the North: (1) by liberality, (2) by courteous speech, (3) by being helpful, (4) by being impartial, (5) by sincerity. Buddhism – Sigalovada Sutta
Scouts: A Scout is Helpful 
Leader: Only two virtues are enough; why should the good stand in need of many? Anger lived like a lightning flash and friendship enduring like a line inscribed in a rock. Jainism – Vajjalagam 42
Scouts: A Scout is Friendly 
Leader: Let no bad word pass your lips, but only such speech as is good for edification. As occasion may require, use words that are gracious and means of grace to those that hear them. Christianity – Ephesians 4.29
Scouts: A Scout is Courteous 
Leader: What sort of religion can it be without compassion? You need to show compassion to all living beings. Compassion is the root of all religious faiths. Hinduism – Basavana, Vacana 247
Scouts: A Scout is Kind 
Leader: In this world may obedience triumph over disobedience, nay peace triumph over discord, may generosity triumph over niggardliness, may love triumph over contempt, may the true-spoken word triumph over the false-spoken word, may truth triumph over falsehood. Zoroastrianism – Yasna 60.5
Scouts: A Scout is Obedient 
Leader: Accept all that happens, even that which is unpleasant, because everything is a part of the health of the universe and the wealth of God. Stoicism – Marcus Aurelius’ Meditations
Scouts: A Scout is Cheerful 
Leader: Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise; which, having no chief, overseer or ruler, provides her bread in the summer and gathers her food in the harvest. Judaism – Proverbs 6.6
Scouts: A Scout is Thrifty 
Leader: Worship the Gods, abstain from evil, be brave. Druidism – Diogenes Laertius
Scouts: A Scout is Brave 
Leader: For God loves those who turn to Him constantly and He loves those who keep themselves pure and clean. Islam – The Noble Quran 2.222
Scouts: A Scout is Clean 
Leader: The Divine itself is without needs, and the worship is paid for our own benefit. Neoplatonism – Sallustius’ On the Gods and the World, xv
Scouts: A Scout is Reverent 
V. Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer is the primary prayer of Christianity. Please read the prayer aloud or silently if you wish.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

[For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.]

The Sarawati Vandana is an important prayer in Hinduism to the Goddess of Knowledge and Wisdom. Please read the prayer aloud or silently if you wish.

May Goddess Saraswati, who is fair like the jasmine-colored moon, and whose pure white garland is like frosty dew drops; who is adorned in radiant white attire, on whose beautiful arm rests the veena, and whose throne is a white lotus; who is surrounded and respected by the Gods, protect me. May you fully remove my lethargy, sluggishness, and ignorance.

VI.  Dismissal. Let us go in peace with one another.
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